Mimicking lip features in free-flap reconstruction of lip defects.
This paper introduces a technique of lip reconstruction using free flaps in which recognisable landmarks are mimicked by strategic placement of flap junctions. The technique was applied in 15 patients undergoing reconstruction of combined cheek and lip defects using single (n= 9) or double (n= 6) free flaps. Attention to flap design and strategic placement of flap junctions successfully created the vermilion-cutaneous junction, oral commissure and labiomental groove. The presence of these distinguishing features improved the appearance of the reconstructed lip.